2012 Governor’s 

Excellence in Economic Development
This award was established in 1993 to honor the dedication and commitment of eight South Dakotans who lost their lives when returning home from an economic development trip. Businesses and individuals across the state helped finance this award established in honor of those who died:  Governor George S. Mickelson, state business leaders Roland Dolly, Ron Reed, Angus Anson, David Birkeland, Roger Hainje and pilots Dave Hanson and Ron Becker.

The Excellence in Economic Development Award recognizes one South Dakotan who has committed his/her time and energy to making South Dakota a better place to work and live. Nominees must be volunteers in the area of economic development.

General Data

Name of individual being nominated:









Name of person/organization making the nomination:

Address of person/organization:







City:




   Zip Code:





Telephone:










Current date:










February 15, 2012  is the deadline to submit applications.  Applications can be e-mailed to mary.leheckanelson@state.sd.us or sent to the Governor’s Office of Economic Development, ATTN:  Mary Lehecka Nelson, 711 E. Wells Avenue, Pierre, SD  57501-3369.  If you have any questions, call 800-872-6190.

Excellence in Economic Development
Please answer the following questions in detail.  If more space is needed, you may attach additional pages.

1. What challenges in economic development has the nominee accepted?

2. What opportunities in economic development has the nominee created?

3. Describe the short-term results the nominee has achieved in economic development in the last 12 months.

4. What long-term goals, objectives and accomplishments has the nominee initiated in local economic development efforts?

5. What innovative and creative approaches has the nominee brought to local economic development efforts?

6. Have the nominee’s efforts led to others being more involved in economic development at the local level?

7. In summary, explain why this individual deserves to be selected for this special Excellence in Economic Development Award.
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